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44. Tasers and Related Products

Staff Resource(s): Marie Harris, Shared Services
Major Michael Adams, Police

Explanation
The Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department uses tasers to restrain violent 
individuals when alternative restraint tactics fail; or are reasonably likely to fail;
and/or where it would be unsafe for officers to approach a subject to apply 
restraints.

A taser uses an electrical current to temporarily disrupt voluntary control of 
muscles causing short-term neuromuscular incapacitation.  

The Shared Services Procurement Management Division, on behalf of Police and 
the Charlotte Cooperative Purchasing Alliance, issued an Invitation to Bid for 
tasers and related products on October 17, 2013; one bid was received.
The unit prices are set forth in the proposed contract, and are available upon 
request.
Annual expenditures under the contract are estimated to be $175,000.

Background 
The Alliance is a cooperative purchasing program established by Procurement 
with the specific purpose of reducing costs by leveraging aggregate purchasing 
volume to receive better pricing.
Approximately five public entities have expressed interest in using this contract 
through the Alliance.

Charlotte Business INClusion
No SBE goal was set for this contract because there are no subcontracting 
opportunities (Part C: Section 2.4 of the SBO Policy).

Funding 
Police Operating Budget

Action: A. Approve a unit price, low-bid contract with TASER 
International, Inc. for the purchase of tasers and related 
products for the term of five years, and

B. Authorize the City Manager to extend the contract for up to 
two additional, one-year terms with possible price 
adjustments as authorized by the contract. 

APPROVED BY CITY COUNCIL Emily A. Kunze 
January 13, 2014
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